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FROM BOOTLE RECTORY

South Calder Mission Community Newsle er for April
The le er this month comes from Rev Canon Angela Overton‐Benge in 
Bootle.

Christ has risen, he is risen indeed Alleluia!... as the Taize chant says, 
“Heaven sing with gladness, earth sing out rejoicing ‐ Jesus Christ has 
risen from the dead”…. So, ‘Happy Easter’ to one and all, and may you be 
full of God’s risen blessing.

When the last parish magazine came out I visited Sally Stewart from 
Corney church, both to give her some of our parish magazines and to ask 
if the church congrega on at Corney would like a Mothering Sunday 
Service. She eagerly said ‘Yes’, and so we began to discuss the sort of 
service we thought would be best for this ‘restart’ a er such a long me 
apart. Our discussion lead us on to talking about how much we had 
‘missed’ over the past year, and she men oned that she had thought of 
wri ng in the magazine herself about that very subject. Sally wanted to 
remind people of the special things that had not happened in Corney 
over the past year – such as Easter last year and Plough Sunday. At 
Corney church Plough Sunday happens much later in the year than 
usually proposed, but it is a  joyous occasion all the same. As many of you 
will know, a plough is blessed and there is thanks‐giving for the land and 
the soil as well as prayers for future growth. We then celebrate the 
occasion with a good feast of the very best that the community can 
provide.  What Sally was expressing was the sadness at how much had 
been missed last year, as well as the determina on that it must not be 
lost forever. Just because things have not been done in one year, it should 
not mean that things cannot be regained. 

I believe the thoughts that Sally shared are relevant for every church in 
the South Calder Mission Community. Many of our churches are 
hopefully gree ng Easter this year by being open, and hoping to conduct 
a service full of joy and thankfulness. Yet, I am sure there are many 
unspoken ques ons in people’s minds concerning ‘how’ and ‘when’ we 
are truly going to be able to begin a full life again. There will also be lots 
of ques ons about people coming back to church now they have 
experienced it on Zoom, television and radio! It is so much safer to stay at 
home, but yet the one ques on I have been asked during lockdown more 
than any other is, “When can we go back to church?”.  People do want to 
be together, and to worship together as a physical community, and this 
should not surprise us ‐ a er all, we are the body of Christ and limbs need 
to be joined together if they are to receive ‘life‐blood’.
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Throughout Chris an history, followers of Christ have come together to 
pray and worship. St Paul con nually reminds the early churches to come 
together, to pray, to sing hymns and to worship ‐ even under the threat of 
persecu on (1Cor 7:5 and Eph 6:18). He himself was put in prison more 
than once for his faith, but he never stopped worshiping God (Rom 1:9, 
Eph 1:16).

Many years ago, I did a work placement in Leipzig, which, at one me, 
was in East Germany. ‘The Wall’ had been down for about 5 years when I 
went, but memories were s ll sharp, and the Chris an people had not 
forgo en the days when they had had to meet secretly in house 
churches. They met because they needed to pray together, because of 
course they knew that “For where two or three are gathered in my name 
I am there among them” (Ma  18:20). The promise of God is there ‐ the 
Lord is with us! Over the next few week, we will be reminded of the 
stories of the resurrec on, one of them being ‘The road to Emmaus’. 
These two people, who I am convinced were man and wife, encountered 
the Risen Christ on the road. The one  comment they make when they 
recall the conversa on they had with this stranger, and a er he broke 
bread and then disappeared, was “Did not our hearts burn within us?”. 
That was a point of recogni on, recogni on that they were in the 
presence of the One who had given them joy and life (Luke 24:32). 

As Chris ans, I believe that there is a hunger in us to talk together about 
our Lord. Just because we have been separated for too long a me does 
not mean that hunger has gone away. The yearning is s ll there… 
however, as Philip suggested in his magazine piece last month, the 
landscape may be different. Things will have changed ‐ perhaps quite 
no ceably. For us the first change is that Gill Hart has re red, and there is 
uncertainty about what the future will look like. In addi on, sadly there 
will be people who have died since we last met, and we may not have 
had the opportunity to say our ‘Goodbye’ to them, or even a end their 
funeral. In addi on some people may s ll feel uncertain about coming 
out of Lock‐down, or indeed, ill health may have taken over. Some people 
we know may have simply had to move away from the district. 
Nevertheless, there will be posi ve things too. In this me of crisis some 
have found new faith and may wish to join a church – perhaps they will 
come along to one of our services this Easter – whether it is in church 
somewhere in the Mission Community – or on Zoom. Some people may 
have moved into our parishes, and cannot wait to get out there and meet 
their new neighbors. I have had an email from one person who 
desperately wants to book a Christening, just in case I cannot fit her in. 
This person had heard that people are booking bap sms for babies that 
are not even born yet! I told her not to worry ‐ I will certainly Bap ze her 
child as soon as it becomes possible!
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FROM THE PARISH REGISTERS

Funerals

17  February Marjorie Woollard    
Crema on at Dis ngton Hall Crematorium

23  February Joyce Sherwen        
Crema on at Dis ngton Hall Crematorium

The truth is that new ideas will have come to us, and we should be eager 
to try them out.  Perhaps this ‘step change’ will also provide us with the 
perfect opportunity to stop doing some of the things we have done for 
long ages that have – if we are honest – become a li le stale. The one 
thing we must not be is frightened of the future. As God said in Isaiah 
43:19: ‘’See, I am doing a new thing – I am making a way in the desert 
and streams in the wasteland”. The truth is that nothing stays the same 
for long. There is always change. Normally it is so slow that we don’t 
no ce it. By having to stop we become aware of the unprecedented 
nature of the changes we are living through. We have all been affected in 
one way or another by the virus, yet as we look forward, let us do so with 
hope ‐ there is light at the end of the tunnel. Let’s be open to new 
possibili es – even the ones that we may never have contemplated 
before. When Jesus died, Peter ‐ in his bereavement ‐ did not know what 
to do with himself… so he went back to his old way of life as a fisherman 
(John 21). But that was not to be! Things had changed, and ‘new life’ 
called to him from the shore – a life that he had never even dreamed of.  
What will our change be? I do not know, but I do believe God is with us. I 
also know that whatever happens, we are to obey the commandment to 
love one another. We will all also need to get used to being together 
without fear. We will all need to care and to be kind to one another, 
because of course none of us know accurately what ‘the other’ has been 
through. I have wri en this ar cle in the run up to Mothering Sunday, 
which is a celebra on of ‘Mother Church’ who cares for us and protects 
us. It is a celebra on of Jesus, who acts like a mother ‐ or nurse – to bind 
our wounds and make us whole. Now it is Easter, a me of new life and 
new beginning. Let us, in faith, draw close to those things that bind us 
together as we look forward to the future with  whatever it may bring.

God bless from Angela
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KW BodyWorks
Sports & Holistic Therapist, Dorn Method & Tai Chi

‘your pitstop for sore muscles’

Kerry Wright IIHHT MICHT Cert.Ed

www.kwbodyworks.co.uk 
019467 26013     info@kwbodyworks.co.uk
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GOSFORTH PARISH CHURCH MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE  

Gosforth Parish Church Management Commi ee met on 16  March for a 
long and demanding mee ng as we looked at the problems facing us as a 
result of the effect of the pandemic.  
                                                                  
Finance – we accepted the Accounts for the year ending 31  December 
2020. There were no surprises but in summary there was a total deficit in 
unrestricted funds of £9,785.12 (£2,937.00 of which was on the 
churchyard.). Also, we had paid the parish offer we promised for 2020 in 
full and £3,056.33 had been transferred from the general reserves to the 
general funds so that the general funds start 2021 at zero.  Earlier, 
knowing that unless we could increase our income significantly and 
reduce our expenditure there would be very li le le  in the reserve fund, 
we had decided that in 2021 we could only pledge to the Diocese 10% 
less than we had done in 2020. This money is largely used to pay the 
clergy. We had budgeted carefully with this in mind. We had been asked 
by the Diocese to forecast our posi on in 2022. The treasurer had worked 
out what we would be able to offer for 2022 if we could manage to break 
even. This would be around 21% less than we paid in 2020. Accep ng 
that it is almost impossible to predict the developments in the world in 
general and their effects on St Mary’s, in the next 2 years, we agreed that 
this was the best that could be done. If anyone has ideas on how we can 
increase income with condi ons as they are, please let me know.

The Churchyard – As stated above, the deficit on the year for the 
churchyard was £2,937.00.  We are having to take some very difficult 
decisions on any spending on the churchyard ‐ the grass cu ng will have 
to be dras cally reduced and a mee ng to decide the new regime will 
take place shortly. The trees have been inspected and there is more 
expenditure needed in cu ng back a few of them for health and safety 
reasons. We hope that we can get a volunteer working party together 
shortly to do some of the dying up needed.

Maintenance – we know of more expenditure in 2021 as the electrical 
system has to be officially inspected and the main boiler for Church needs 
some parts replaced. 

The Future of Zoom Services – these will con nue at least as we come 
out of lockdown and certainly in the first instance, when some people 
may take me to feel able to be with other people at services indoors. 
We also discussed whether they will have a long term future when there 
will be a shortage of ordained clergy in the Mission Community.  

Resump on of services in St Mary’s Church – It was decided to s ck with 
our previous decision ‐ that Pentecost may be a good me to open up the 
Church building, but the decision will be taken a er Easter when the 
ini al stages of the Government’s road map have been evaluated.  We 
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ANNUAL PAROCHIAL CHURCH MEETING – Tuesday 13  April 2021

This year this will be taking place via Zoom as we will s ll not be able to 
gather together indoors for a mee ng. It will be a new experience for us 
all and we do hope that as many people as possible will join us as this is 
an open mee ng for everyone in the parishes of Gosforth, Nether 
Wasdale and Wasdale Head.

The mee ng will commence with what is called the Vestry Mee ng when 
our Churchwardens will be elected to serve for the coming year – 2 each 
for Wasdale Head and Nether Wasdale and 4 for Gosforth. Those wishing 
to stand for elec on will have to complete a form beforehand and these 
can be obtained from our PCC Secretary, Carolyn Foulerton, who will 
email them to you.  Her address is – carolynfoulerton@gmail.com

The mee ng will con nue with the elec on of Parochial Church Council 
members. If you are interested in standing for the PCC please contact 
Carolyn for further details.

Reports and the accounts for 2020 will be presented at the mee ng.  This 
is your opportunity to catch up with what has been happening in your 
churches in the past year,

The mee ng will take place on Zoom at 7.30 pm.  Please contact Carolyn 
for an invita on and access code.

then did the prepara on for the APCM, approving the report from St 
Mary’s etc.

Planning for the Future – As I reported in February, we had decided in 
October that we needed to plan for the changed posi on we will be in 
a er the pandemic is contained; the world will be very different and we 
certainly won’t be able to resume as if nothing has changed from where 
we le  off before Covid . It proved impossible to give this sufficient me 
in our normal mee ngs, so we now have forum sessions as well. Ini ally it 
will be for the stages as we come out of lockdown, but in the long term 
we will have to plan for changed circumstances culturally, socially and 
economically. We need to crystallise and refine the ideas and decide on 
further consulta ons and plans for the future. The next forum is on 
Thursday 22ⁿ  April. Please pray for God’s help and guidance as we look 
to the future. The next regular management commi ee mee ng to 
monitor the situa on will be on Tuesday 11  May and the report 
hopefully will be in the June magazine.  If you have anything you wish us 
to consider please phone 01946 725 300.

 Ruth Schofield  (Clerk to the Commi ee)
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The 
Village 
Store

Gosforth, Cumbria
CA20 1AS

019467 25232
Opposite Public Car Park

Open every day

Fresh fruit, vegetables, free range eggs, bread, milk, meat, etc.

Groceries, frozen foods and ready meals, beers, ciders, wines and spirits,

sweets, confectionery and soft drinks

Newsagents and tobacconists, National Lottery, cash machine

‘Food to Go’  hot and cold food, coffee etc, hot drinks machine

Home delivery of newspapers and groceries for those selfisolating
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St Olaf’s, Wasdale Head 
www.wasdalehead.church    

Faith in the Fells

So good to be open again! By the me you receive this magazine we will 
have had our second post‐lockdown service, which was ‘The Road to 
Calvary’ on Palm Sunday, a service of words and music for Holy Week.

Our services for April are as follows:
Easter Day 4  April, 11am – Communion
Sunday 11  April, 11am – Morning Praise
Sunday 25  April, 11am – Cel c Praise

St Olaf’s, as a mission church, is ecumenical and we like to forget labels, 
so we have created worship that reflects this.  We also recognise that our 
visitors come to enjoy Wasdale too, so our services last around 45 
minutes. Do join us!

St Olaf’s is currently open daily for individual prayer and on Monday 12th 
April and onwards we will be open daily for all visitors – in step with other 
facili es at Wasdale Head.

                              Hugh Foulerton 

FROM THE EDITOR

Subscrip ons – This magazine is the 10th we have delivered to your door 
since you kindly paid your 2020 subscrip ons a year ago in January!  And 
so finally you have received all the copies you paid for and we have made 
up for the issues we couldn’t deliver due to Covid restric ons. 

So, the 2021 ‘subscrip on year’ will start with the May issue. The issues 
will revert to the usual schedule: May, June, July/August, September, 
October, November, December/January, February, March, April.

In your May issue you will find an overprinted envelope in which to 
place your subscrip on – which remains at £5 for the umpteenth year! 
Alterna vely, you can choose to receive the digital version of the 
magazine – if so, please write your email address in the space provided. 
Please hand the envelope to your magazine deliverer, either then or 
when the June magazine is delivered.

This all sounds a bit fussy, but we are s ll asked to be careful about 
handling cash. Thank you for your understanding!

Norma Hughes
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A POEM FOR APRIL

The profound relaxa on of a cat asleep in a chair or sprawled by the 
hearth, is a reflec on about contempla on and being fully in the 
reassuring presence of God. To anyone who has watched a cat extend its 
whole body in ecsta c sleep, exposing the fur of its impossibly long belly 
to the warmth of an open fire, the image is compelling. The cat may not 
understand what causes the warmth, but it takes maximum advantage of 
it – and there’s the message for us.

The poem is a hymn to wellbeing. To be at one with God is to feel 
profoundly at home, to feel all is well, in the house of life, with the 
Master. Whether this sort of contempla on can ever be as simple for a 
human being, beset by complex thoughts and worries, as it can for a 
feline, is open to debate, but as an image of contempla ve prayer it is rich 
and compelling, and helpful.

From ‘The Heart’s Time’ – a poem a day for Lent and Easter, commentary 
by Janet Morley and published by SPCK (ISBN 978‐0‐281‐06372‐7)  
               

  HF

Pax 

All that ma ers is to be at one with the living God
To be a creature in the house of the God of Life.
Like a cat asleep on a chair
at peace, in peace
and at one with the master of the house, with the mistress,
at home, at home in the house of the living,
sleeping on the hearth and yawning before the fire.

Sleeping on the hearth of the living world
yawning at home before the fire of life
feeling the presence of the living God
like a great reassurance
a deep calm in the heart
a presence
as of the master si ng at the board
in his own and greater being,
in the house of life.

D H Lawrence 
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APRIL

We have gradually developed a pa ern so that at present the 4 branches 
in the Deanery are largely ac ng as one branch with a monthly mee ng 
on zoom and informa on and publica ons distributed by e‐mail, post or 
through le erboxes. We do hope that those of you without a broadband 
connec on s ll feel in touch with MU and the work it does. At the last 
mee ng there was a general chat re the way forward and it was decided 
that if the government’s roadmap keeps on schedule, we may have a 
quiet evening together in July. Then on 13th September we would all join 
together for a special service at St James’ Whitehaven to remember all 
who have been badly affected by covid and mark the restart of branches 
mee ng in person. Branch commi ees will plan a programme star ng 
a er that service.

Despite the pandemic, the MU has been able to work with the chaplain 
at West Cumberland Hospital to provide items in support of the staff as 
well as the pa ents.

At our last zoom mee ng we had an interes ng conversa on with 2 
members of staff at Calderwood House to learn how it had developed 
since its founda on in 2015 and the adapta ons needed during the 
pandemic. We were par cularly asking them how MU could help. I will 
try to write a summary for the next magazine.

The April mee ng is on Monday 12  April at 3pm when a member from 
Whitehaven is going to give us what she described as a light hearted talk 
on some aspects of her work at Workington Magistrates Court. If you 
have internet do please try to join us. Deb Lee is willing to give people 
individual tui on on using Zoom prior to the mee ng and the numbers at 
the mee ngs are growing as people gain confidence from this, just ring 
her on 01946 823470 if you want to have a try.

“Count your Blessings” If you have been doing this daily in Lent or 
haven’t done it and are willing to give a dona on to support those in 
need, please send the money to me (Ruth) at 21, Meadowfield Grove, 
Gosforth, Seascale CA20 1HL, preferably as a cheque made out to 
Gosforth and Seascale Branch of the Mothers’ Union.

Please con nue to join with members in the worldwide MU community 
by saying the MU midday prayers each day and using the wave of prayer 
in the MU Prayer Diary, which you should have received with the 
magazine late in 2020. Those members who have internet access can also 
get informa on and ideas from the MU website. 
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SAINT FOR APRIL ‐ Catherine of Sienna

Female Saints, as listed in our official Prayer 
Book ‘Common Worship', are usually in a 
minority each month.  This is true of this month 
as there are only three women as opposed to 
twelve men.  However, one of the women is 
Catherine of Sienna, remembered on the 29 , 
who is a familiar name even if details of her life 
might be a li le hazy.   She was born in Sienna, 
in Italy, in 1347, the twenty fi h child of a wool 
dyer.   She took orders at the age of 16 and she 
impressed by her work amongst the poor.  Her sanc ty and success 
in conver ng even hardened sinners impressed.  She greatly desired 
unity in the Church at a me when there were two compe ng Popes, 
and this was overwhelming.  Her short life ended in 1380.   She is 
remembered for about 400 le ers, her prayers, her teaching and her 
work with the poor.

PRAYER TOPICS –  Please pray for: ‐ 

• The MU members and associates in the dioceses in Zone F ‐ Burundi 
17,030); Congo (26,904); Gambia (125); Ghana (2,500); Guinea 
(120); Madagascar (8,300); Mauri us (250); Sierra Leone (1,300) 
and Seychelles (70) ‐ that they may enjoy Chris an Fellowship 
within the Mothers’ Union while keeping social distancing and 
following other covid preven on measures.

• The residents at Calderwood House as they try to adjust to a new 
life, find somewhere to live and look a er themselves.  The staff at 
Calderwood House as they care for the residents and then support 
them in the first weeks of their life in their own home.

• All who despair, especially those struggling with life during this 
pandemic, may they be raised from their darkness into a lightness 
of life.

• The teams of people who, each with their own special skills, 
 training and diverse experience are working together to bring hope 
and healing in this emergency situa on across the world.

• Hospital Chaplains as they work to support pa ents and staff in the 
current difficult circumstances.

• Poli cians world wide as they make very difficult decisions in trying 
to bring this pandemic under control.
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GOSFORTH METHODIST CHURCH NEWS

Minister: Revd. Paul Saunders 
Deacon: Dcn. Kina Saunders 
Tel: 01900 823273

(No services or hall bookings un l further no ce.)

NEWS FROM THE METHODIST CHURCH

‘Virtual Phoenix’ – twelve months on

Other than saying ‘White Rabbits’ on 1 March (as my mum always did), 
I’ve never been at all supers ous. But Friday 13 March 2020 was the last 

me we held a Phoenix Praise prac ce in the flesh – 5 years to the day 
since Friday 13 March 2015 when we learned that St Bees School, where 
Keith and I were both working, was about to close.

By Wednesday 18 March 2020 we had learnt that communal worship, 
choirs and groups mee ng in church buildings were now banned; by 
Monday 23  the whole country was in lockdown. But Phoenix had a 
booking for the evening of Sunday 29 , at The Mee ng Place (Egremont 
Methodist Church), and we started to wonder: could we somehow 
honour it over the internet?

The next day, with the help of a few willing volunteers on the other end 
of phone lines, we started to experiment with Zoom. On the Friday we 
held our first ‘virtual’ Phoenix prac ce, with the working tle of The 
Phoenix Collec ve Experiment (with apologies to a much be er‐known 
band from N. Ireland). On Sunday 29  some brave Phoenix pioneers, 
along with some even braver folk from Egremont, helped us get our first 
Zoom service off the ground, and the experience proved posi ve enough 
to encourage us to hold another service the following week. By this me 
it was almost Easter, so we decided we couldn’t stop before then. And 
here we all are a year later, with over 50 online services under our belts. 

In the intervening months we have made many mistakes and had a lot of 
fun learning from them. The whole enterprise has become joyfully 
ecumenical – over 60 people a end regularly, from Anglican, Roman 
Catholic, URC and various independent free church congrega ons as well 
as  Methodist, along with some who don’t currently belong to any other 
church. Every age group is represented, from the under 10s to the over 
90s. There is a big team involved in keeping the show on the road:  
preachers, readers, musicians and prayer‐leaders, ensuring things stay 
varied and vibrant, and technical wizards without whom the whole thing 
would quickly fall to pieces. What many of us like best about it is that it is 
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If you would like to purchase from Fairtrade, please place your order with 
Michiko on katomichiko@yahoo.co.uk by Friday 2ⁿ  April 2021.  Delivery 
will be the following week.  You are always welcome to purchase 
Fairtrade products from our stock to donate to the Food Banks.

FAIRTRADE STALL & FOODBANK

completely live and interac ve; apart from the occasional backing track, 
nothing is pre‐recorded, and we can see and hear our friends 
worshipping with us. Those able to stay for a while a er the services can 
chat to each other informally and even interrogate the preacher if he/she 
stays too! People who are housebound, others who have moved away 
from the area, and even a few who have never lived in Cumbria, can all 
worship with us.

Of course we – well, some of us! – miss being able to hug each other, and 
we really miss singing together in harmony – though some folk reckon it a 
bonus that others can’t hear them singing at all!  We are sad that a few of 
our regular Phoenix members don’t (or won’t!) have the internet in their 
homes – though those who do have it have kept others in touch with 
what’s been going on as far as possible, and in increasingly ingenious 
ways.

It may be that the light at the end of the lockdown tunnel is ge ng 
brighter at last. So where do we go next with Virtual Phoenix? Perhaps 
we shall all be so sick of Zoom once ‘normality’ returns that we never 
want to use it again. But at the same me, it seems a shame to let go of 
all that we have learnt, and to lose the opportunity of worshipping with 
those who could never hope to gather with us physically. Are ‘hybrid’ 
services – simultaneously physical and virtual – the way ahead, or should 
we hold some services in our church buildings and others online? In the 
next few weeks we’ll be posing these and other ques ons to all regular 
a enders. In the mean me, all ideas gratefully received! And anyone else 
who would like to join us would be very warmly welcome. Just email 
jill udson@hotmail.co.uk or visit our website:
www.phoenixpraise.org.uk for more details.

Jill Hudson ‐ 10.3.2021

Thank you for your con nuing support.  Gosforth and 
Wasdale Fairtrade Group has sent £150 to Traidcra  for 
2021 Fairtrade fortnight.
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During Lockdown we will be open for 
Takeaways only on Friday and Saturday 

evenings from 4.30 – 8.30 pm
Please book beforehand
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Would you like to 
advertise in this 

magazine? 

       For a full year (10 issues)
¼ page £25
½ page £50
1 page £100

The magazine is published in printed 
b/w format and digitally in colour. 

Advertisements can be submitted in 
colour or b/w  

Please contact

Hugh Foulerton
hugh@foulerton.net

01946 725 725
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West Lakes U3A April 2021 Virtual Speaker Talks by Zoom

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
Members 2021 will receive a Zoom code automa cally.  
Website   www.u3asites.org.uk/west‐lakes/event   
Alan Bell ‐ Secretary U3A alantg1@b nternet.com  

Thursdays 1  & 18  April at 2.00  Singing for Fun Group

Every Tuesday in April at 11.00 am  Zoom & Chat  

Wed. 7  April  at  2pm  (Please join Zoom at 1.45 to 1.55) 
Dr John Shevelan, Hydrogeologist, LLWR Site Characterisa on Manager.  
His presenta on will look at local evidence for sea level change since the 
last ice age from maps to aurochs and how projec ons of climate change 
and modelling of the coastal erosion processes are being used to look at 
long‐term coastal change for the next few thousand years. 

Wed. 14  April  at  2pm 
Join Vera Lowrey as she shares ‘Memories of Whitehaven’ A glance back 
in me to jog memories of the simple pleasures of life from a milk shake 
at the Fondant Café and queueing for the Gaiety Cinema to the working 
life of busy Whitehaven Docks, Quaker Oats Mill, Marchon’s silos and of 
course the Railway and Bus Sta ons.  Join us to see how much 
Whitehaven has changed!

Wed. 21  April at 10.30am ‐ Courtesy of Skiddaw U3A     
“The History of Wad Mining in Borrowdale”  ‐ Guest speaker – Mark 
Ha on
Wad is the local name for Graphite and the Wad Mine at Seathwaite (right 
at the southern end of Borrowdale) is the only one of its kind in Europe 
and produced the best quality graphite found anywhere in the world. It 
made a fortune for its owners in the 17th & 18th centuries.  Graphite was 
used in many applica ons, including the manufacture of pencils in 
Keswick.

Wed. 21  April at 2pm  (Please join Zoom at 1.45 to 1.55 pm)
"A History of submarine building in the Barrow Shipyard”Presented by 
George Teasdale MBE; A senior execu ve in BAE Systems Submarines, 
who previously served many years in the Royal Navy submarine service.

Thurs. 29  April   2pm 
Rodney Mercer narrates:
The Pre‐Raphaelites ar sts Dante and Gabriel Rosse ’s work and lives. 
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SCHOOL NEWS

We have all been back in school for over a week following 
the latest lockdown and things are going well. The children 
were all keen to be back in the classroom with their friends 
‐ I’m sure the parents were pleased to have them back too! 
We were very lucky during the lockdown that we were s ll able to open 
for children of key workers and provide home learning for the rest of the 
children.
 
This week we will be marking Red Nose Day. The children will learn about 
the work the charity does and will come into school in their own clothes 
in exchange for a dona on. We will also carry out ac vi es on Friday 
based on the Na onal Census which takes place on Sunday 21  March. 

We recently had a collec on of unwanted clothes and shoes for the Air 
Ambulance and raised just over £350 which was amazing! 

The Year 6 children found out recently which secondary school they will 
be a ending and all secured their first choice so were very happy. They 
are hoping that restric ons will li  in June to allow them to go on their 
residen al trip in July.
 
We currently have a student teacher working with Wastwater class, but 
due to the restric ons she is delivering her lessons remotely from East 
London. The children produced a presenta on about the village of 
Gosforth and shared these with our student and she told us all about 
where she lived ‐ quite a difference! 

Mrs Sarah Layzell
Assistant Headteacher

GOSFORTH LIBRARY Re‐opens

Gosforth library is hoping to re‐open on Saturday 17  April from 10.00am 
ll 12.00 noon. The same Covid19 safety measures will be in place ‐ the 

wearing of face masks, social distancing and recording contact details of 
those who enter the library. This assumes that the government plan 
con nues to go ahead on schedule.

John Reed
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GADS – Gosforth Amateur Drama c Society

At long last we can start ge ng back 
to normal. If the Covid recovery 
programme con nues to go to plan, 
we should be able to re‐start our 
Youth Theatre Group a er Easter on 
Thursday 22 April. We already know 
that many of the exis ng members 
are itching to get back, but please let 
Tosh know, if you haven’t already. 
Ini ally, numbers may have to be 
limited to 15 and we may have some places. If you are interested in 
joining, please contact Tosh – yt@gads.org.uk.

Our A to Z trip down memory lane on Facebook is going well and we are 
now up to le er “I” ‐ which shows part of the mirror scene from Snow 
White and the Seven Dwarfs – great fun to watch again.

Our AGM is due again in early May 2021 and it looks pre y clear that we 
will have to use Zoom or similar. We will have a date soon, which will be 
no fied to Members and the rest of our mailing list when we have it. If 
you would like to be kept up to date, you can join our mailing list via the 
GADS website – www.gads.org.uk (About GADS | Keep up to date). Or 
you can email us using secretary@gads.org.uk. Take care – we hope to be 
back in ac on soon.

Jim Polmear, GADS

ROTARY CLUB OF WEST LAKELAND

Several of our members are con nuing to assist with deliveries of food 
parcels for the Phoenix Centre food bank.

We have had some fascina ng talks via ZOOM. These included ‘Electric 
Cars'. by Mark Thompson giving us an insight into motoring in the future. 
Another was by Adam Henson, the BBC Countryfile TV presenter and 
farmer, on 'The importance of understanding where food comes from'. 
And a third by Alison Briggs on 'Mercy Ships'. These ships operate in West 
Africa providing surgical opera ons and training.

Unfortunately, due to Covid 19, we will not be holding the Pensioners 
Party this year. However, we are hoping to go ahead with Rota ng 
Wheels on Sunday 18  July, although a final decision will depend on the 
progress of the pandemic. 

Graham Hutson
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Cover photo ‐ East Window in St. Mary's Church (NH)



 


