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MOVING ON...

When I was s ll at school, one of the moments I always dreaded in the 
year, was the ‘half way point’ in the summer holidays...not that I counted 
the days...because you didn’t have to! Just when you thought everything 
was going so well, you would be forced to think about school, because, 
all of a sudden, posters would appear in shop windows and adverts 
would flick up on TV ‐ full of annoying pictures of young children, 
beaming from ear to ear, in their brand new school uniforms. Their shiny 
new shoes, bags, books and pens would all shout at me ‘It’s nearly over!’ 
I wanted to halt me and stay where I was thank you very much!

But the world does move on. Every year, the rela ve quiet of the summer 
months gives way to September, and Britain seems to heave itself up and 
‘start again’, as our children, and young people, get one ‘year‐group’ 
older. Like it or not, they are the ‘alarm clock’ which makes everyone look 
around and ‘move on.’ 

And then ‐ almost immediately ‐ things we have not thought about for 
ages become urgent. They press in on us. We must make a plan for 
Christmas; we must decide where to send our infant‐aged child to school 
this me next year. We must see which secondary school will be best for 
our ten‐year old... who will soon be a ‘real live’ teenager! We must think 
about that person who is ‘off to the big city’ for college – will they be 
alright? And of course, we have got to sort the garden out for winter, and 
try and work out what date we allow ourselves to put the heat on...and 
what to watch on TV...because now the day‐light is disappearing so fast! 
This year we also wonder what the pandemic will bring next.

All in all, change is a challenge. ‘Le ng go’ and ‘picking up’ is a challenge. 
The other day, I suddenly became very sad to think that my youngest 
child is now in the sixth form. Where has the me gone? You can catch a 
memory in a photo...but the me has gone.

… Except that it has not for God! In the Chris an scriptures, we discover 
the fascina ng idea that God made me...but dwells outside the cking 
of its clocks. He is some mes called ‘I Am’ because it is always ‘now’ for 
him. Our memories, our present, and our future, are all equally alive to 
God NOW...because all crea on is PRESENT and IMPORTANT to him at 
once. There are no clocks in heaven. That’s the perspec ve of faith – and 
it is good. When things move on very quickly, and ‘all around is changing’, 
it some mes helps me to remember this. It is true that, in God’s world, 
there are special mes to do specific things...but, in general, we are 
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called to live at peace. So if things get too much, why not take a moment 
to dwell with the one who has me in his hands? Stop and meet with 
God. No one needs to know where your peace comes from....but they 
might be curious!      

Philip

FROM THE PARISH REGISTERS  

Occasional Offices conducted between 12  August and 15  Sept.

Beckermet and Calderbridge:
None to record.

Gosforth, Nether Wasdale and Wasdale Head:
11  August Funeral & Burial at Gosforth  Jean Cowman
14   August Funeral & Burial at Gosforth Leo Cowper
26  August Funeral & Crema on Frank Hindmoor
4  Sept. Wedding at Nether Wasdale Rosie Davies &

Charles Wintle

SOUTH CALDER MISSION COMMUNITY PRAYERS

Mission Community prayers will con nue on Zoom on Thursday 
mornings at 9.30 am but on Thursday 7  October they will also 
take place at Seascale Methodist Church, as well as on Zoom, for 
those who would like to meet together

GOSFORTH BABY & TODDLER GROUP

We reopened the group in mid September 
and it has been lovely to meet up again and 
also welcome some new families.  Mollie 
Waugh, who helped us every week before 
the Covid lockdown, has now re red and 
Susan Round and Jayne Thompson have joined the team, which is great. 
Many thanks Mollie – we all miss you!  We had 7 mums/carers and 11 
babies/toddlers the first week and 11 mums/carers and 17 babies/
toddlers the second week, so we feel there is a real need for this group, 
which meets every Tuesday from 10 – 11.30 am during term me.

Norma Hughes and Ann McKenzie (Co‐ordinators)
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GOSFORTH PARISH CHURCH MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE

The September mee ng was the last of our “forum” mee ngs. We 
considered a summary paper of our discussions and a chart based on the 
5 Marks of Mission of the Church of England. We noted we couldn’t do 
everything at once and also wished to involve more members of the local 
community in some of our planned ac vi es. 
We have had a Mission Statement for some me, which is –

“To know Christ be er through worship, prayer, fellowship 
and discipleship and to make Christ be er known through caring service 

and sharing the good news of the gospel”

It was decided to make this more succinct with a Vision Statement ‐

“To know Christ and to make him known”

The whole of what we do should be permeated with this vision 
statement. This statement and the 5 Marks of Mission will be clearly 
evident in many of our services.

A chart was produced of ideas, some details, mescales and ac ons. This 
was issued to the congrega on at the 11am service on 12  September 
and was a basis for the sermon. It will also be a regular item on the 
agenda of future management commi ee mee ngs. Some things will 
start soon, others are not planned to happen un l around 2024.  Help 
with the following would be much appreciated, from both those in the 
congrega on and those in the wider community:

Weekly Baby and Toddler Group ‐ please contact Norma Hughes
Monthly Coffee Morning in St Mary’s Room. (no charge but collec ng 
boxes available for a different charity each month) ‐ please contact Ann 
McKenzie 

Help us become an Eco‐friendly church please contact Elsa Mason.

Commi ee Members have received copies of the accounts for each 
month and we con nue to have a deficit in most months. During the year 
so far, we have had some unplanned expenses but also some 
unan cipated dona ons. We are s ll on track to pay our parish pledge for 
2021 in full. The budget for 2021 had been set to break even with a 
reduced income but we knew we would probably have to draw on 
reserves and this is happening. Don’t forget there will be a fund‐raising 
event in the Public Hall on Saturday 28  November, please make a note 
of this date. The next regular management mee ng to monitor the 
situa on will be on Tuesday 12  October and the report will be in the 
November magazine.  If you have anything you wish us to consider please 
‘phone 01946 725 300.

Ruth Schofield (Clerk to the Commi ee)
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COFFEE, CAKE & CRACK (Cumbrian for chat!) – The Three Cs.

Star ng in October, a monthly coffee morning will take 
place in St Mary’s Room on the second Thursday of each 
month from 10.30 – 12 noon.  

Anybody and Everybody is most welcome to drop in for 
coffee/tea, home baked cakes/biscuits and a ‘crack’.  

There will be no charge but dona ons will be made to various chari es 
from me to me.  

Pass the word around and bring along a friend.  Add the dates to your 
diary.

Thursdays   ‐   14  October    ‐   11  November     ‐     9  December

HARVEST FESTIVALS IN THE BENEFICE

Wasdale Head and Beckermet celebrated their Harvest Fes vals in 
September, but both Gosforth and Nether Wasdale hold theirs on Sunday 
3  October and Ponsonby on the 10  October.
 
Both Nether Wasdale and Gosforth would this year like, if possible, 
harvest dona ons of food that would be suitable to pass on to the 
Foodbank.  To help you with this, below is a list of acceptable food.

Gosforth will be decora ng the church on Friday morning 1  October 
and would be grateful of any flowers or greenery, which can be le  at the 
back of church.  

Ponsonby will be decora ng their church on the morning of Saturday 9  
October and ask that dona ons of flowers, fruit and vegetables be 
dropped off at any me on the Friday.

Shopping List suitable for the Foodbank:

Fruit Juice (1 ltr carton UHT) Cereals (Medium 500g only)
Tomatoes (400g Tinned/Carton) Pasta Sauces (jars or sachets)
Tinned Fruit (400g) Pasta (Medium bags 500g of dried pasta) 
Tinned Vegetables (400g) Milk (Full‐fat or Semi‐skimmed UHT only)
Tinned Meat (400g) Tinned Fish (100g)
Sponge puddings (400g nned) Biscuits, Snack bars, Chocolate
Rice Pudding (400g nned) Coffee/Tea bags
Tinned Beans (400g) Instant mashed potato (1 pkt)
Tinned Soups (400g) Jam/Marmalade (not homemade)
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KW BodyWorks
Sports & Holistic Therapist, Dorn Method & Tai Chi

‘your pitstop for sore muscles’

Kerry Wright IIHHT MICHT Cert.Ed

www.kwbodyworks.co.uk 
019467 26013     info@kwbodyworks.co.uk
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St Olaf’s, Wasdale Head 
Faith in the Fells

BUSY CHURCH – Over 3,400 people came into St Olaf’s during August, the 
first month when we have been able to do an accurate count, thanks to 
the new foo all counter we installed on 1  August. This is a net figure, 
a er deduc ng an allowance for mul ple visits by those who daily 
unlock, lock and care for the church. 

It has long been a place of pilgrimage – a simple, humble, quiet space 
where many come to pray, meditate, and worship amid the wonders of 
God’s crea on. Others come just to have a look – and perhaps experience 
a place of worship for the first me in their lives. It has been no ceable 
this year how many come following a death of a loved one, others a er 
recovering from illness – many from Covid. We hope all find comfort and 
peace in St Olaf’s – whatever and whoever is on their minds when they 
enter. 

OCTOBER SERVICES ‐ This is being wri en before our Harvest Fes val and 
Harvest Lunch on 26  September, so we hope both have been enjoyed. 
We now look forward to our services in October, and throughout the 
Autumn and Winter when they will con nue to be held at 11am on the 
2ⁿ  and 4  Sundays of each month ‐ and at Nether Wasdale on the 1st 
and 3  Sundays.

Sunday 10  October – 11am Morning Worship.
Sunday 24  October – 11am Morning Praise. 

Our services last around 45 minutes, with refreshments at The Inn 
a erwards as an a rac ve op onal extra!

Hugh Foulerton 
E: hugh@foulerton.net T: 019467 25725 

     

www.wasdalehead.church    
 

If you would like to purchase from Fairtrade, please place your order with 
Sheila on falcon626@b nternet.com by Friday 1  & 29  October.  
Delivery will be the following week.  You are 
always welcome to purchase Fairtrade products 
from our stock to donate to the Food Bank.

FAIRTRADE STALL & FOODBANK
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BOOK OF THE MONTH

Wasdale Head and the Inn – A History – by Bob Benne

If you would like to know more about Wasdale 
Head and its history, then this is the book for 
you!

Bob Benne , the author, had previously wri en 
a book documen ng the history and origin of 
Wasdale Mountain Rescue Team to mark its 
50  anniversary, which inspired him to also 
write the history of the valley itself and its Inn, 
famous for its connec on with the birth of rock 
climbing in the 1800’s.

A keen walker and climber himself, Bob worked at Sellafield in the 
1960/70s and joined the WMRT becoming its equipment officer.  As the 
base was originally at the Wasdale Head Inn, he became knowledgeable 
about the area and some of its local characters, which stood him in good 
stead for wri ng this book.

Although the parish of Wasdale Head covers a rela vely small area, its 
se ng is unique, containing the highest mountain, deepest lake, smallest 
church and biggest liar, all of which are covered within these pages.  You 
will also find the history of all the events which happened and s ll 
happen in the valley, its buildings and its characters, past and present.  
An interes ng read!

Norma Hughes

The book, published earlier this year, is available from the Wasdale Head 
Inn and the Barn Door Shop at Wasdale Head.  £10.99
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OCTOBER 2021

A big thank you to all who walked or sponsored walkers for the walk at 
Carlisle on Monday 9  August (Mary Sumner Day) to mark 145 years of 
the MU. 

In October, members in the Carlisle Diocese are asked to walk, cycle or 
use a wheelchair ge ng sponsorship in aid of the Bishop’s Harvest 
Appeal for the work of MU in the Democra c Republic of Congo. The aim 
is that the total number of miles covered will equal the distance from 
Carlisle to the DRC. You may like to think how many miles you can 
contribute or alterna vely who you can sponsor. The money raised will 
be collected at the end of October.

Mee ngs to the end of this year: The October mee ng will be on 
Monday 18  October in St Mary’s Room at 2.30pm when there will be a 
short talk by Allison Hanshaw and Sheila Falkner on the work of the 
depression support group. This will be followed by a members’ discussion 
on the future direc on of our part of the MU. 2022 is the start of a new 
triennial and this means elec ons for officers at all levels. Please note the 
date & me and try to a end as we wish to hear your views on the mes 
we meet and the main focus for the branch, as well as discussions in 
prepara on for the AGM. This is a trial a ernoon mee ng to see if it is 
easier for members.

The November Mee ng is booked for Monday 22ⁿ  November in 
Seascale when Phoenix Praise will lead the usual social evening. The me 
and venue are s ll to be confirmed.

As usual there won’t be a mee ng in December.

PRAYER TOPICS FOR SEPTEMBER

• The MU members and associates in Zone  B – Canada (600);  South 
America (3,685);  USA (500); and West Indies (8,586)  that they 
may enjoy Chris an Fellowship within the Mothers’ Union.

• All who have worked on land and sea to provide our daily food, 
remembering par cularly those in Cumbria. Also, those in other 
countries who have planted and tended crops to enable us to have 
foods out of season. 
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St Mary’s is reviewing its ac vi es against the 5 Marks of Mission 
iden fied by the Church of England.  Mark 3 is Service to the Local 
Community (acts of loving kindness) and Mark 4 is Social Jus ce
(transforming unjust structures in society). Under these headings we are 
s ll suppor ng two local MU projects:     

West Cumberland Hospital ‐ TOILETRIES for the emergency bags: These 
have been in high demand as a result of limited visi ng because of covid 
regula ons (over 40 were used in June). Par cularly needed are combs, 
face cloths, toothbrushes and toothpaste for adults, but also those 
specifically for young children.
We also normally take “travel size” bars of soap, (but not those marked 
with the names of hotels and airlines) but at present there is not such an 
urgent need for these. The collec ng box is at the back of church and 
items can also be given directly to Ruth Schofield.

Calderwood House ‐ the former police sta on in Egremont which has 
been converted into a Hostel for the Homeless with priority to former 
members of the Armed Forces. Individuals stay there for a 
limited period of me and are supported as they get back into 
a regular rou ne, look for a job and a more permanent home. 
It is a registered charity and is dependent on dona ons of cash 
or kind. They have li le storage space but need consumable 
items for the residents who make many of their own meals, do 
their own washing and clean their own rooms. There is a box at 
the back of St Mary’s for dona ons of the following items:

Toiletries – bars of soap, face cloths, hairbrushes, combs, 
toothbrushes, toothpaste, disposable razors etc.
Household cleaning materials ‐ consumable items for washing 
machines, room cleaning and washing up a er meals.  
Items for any spare me they have – board games, dominoes, 
jigsaws, art and cra  packs               
Drinks – tea bags, instant coffee, cocoa.

• Those around the world who have li le harvest to reap because of 
war or adverse weather condi ons; that what they lack will be 
supplied by others who have plenty.

• Those who are relying on food banks to feed themselves and their 
families, especially those using the local food bank in Egremont. 
That others will provide goods from this year’s harvest and 
previous harvests to keep that food bank stocked. 
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GOSFORTH METHODIST CHURCH NEWS

Minister: Revd. Paul Saunders 
Deacon: Dcn. Kina Saunders 
Tel: 01900 823273

“Give me joy in my heart, keep me praising” or, as the children sing, 
“Leap and sing in all I do!  Keep me travelling along with you!”

These were the theme tunes of the service held on September 19  in St 
Mary’s Room with a united congrega on from several churches.  Our 
minister Paul and his wife Kina led the service, with Jill and Keith leading 
the singing.  The wonderfully warm welcome given to us for this and 
future services in St Mary’s Room ensured from the start that this was a 
truly joyous occasion.

Watch out for similar happy, united worship dates.

A hear elt thank you to all who contributed and Thanks be to God for His 
con nued blessing as we go forward TOGETHER.

Mary Moody

NEWS FROM BECKERMET from Kathleen Cook

The Reading Rooms are con nuing to be used as a Community Centre 
with Coffee on Tuesday and Thursday a ernoons.

There is an Art Class on Mondays from 10 am – 12 noon.
The Village Associa on is mee ng on Wednesday 6  October at 7.15 pm.

There will be a Christmas Fayre on Sunday 7th November from 12 noon – 
5.00 pm.

The Biographical Arboretum, Li le Mesopotamia in Beckermet, has 
reopened and guided tours will take place on Thursday 30  Sept. and 
Thursday 7  October, although one weekend date is being considered. 
There is a limit of 20 people on each day and booking in advance via the 
BALM website is essen al (we cannot accept bookings any other way at 
the moment, sorry).  The home page directs you to a simple booking 
form.

Tours will commence at 2.30 pm, mee ng in the Beckermet village car 
park opposite the White Mare.  The charge for the tour is £5 per adult, 
payable in cash to your guide. 

The website provides full visitor informa on –
 www.li lemesopotamia.co.uk 
(Website s ll under development but has a useful map.)
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WASDALE HEAD SHEPHERD’S MEET & HOUND TRAILS
Saturday 9  October, from 10am.

We are pleased to announce that as well as the Shepherd's Meet on 
Saturday 9  October, Hound Trails will be held in the valley. There will be 
four trails run on the day, star ng from 1pm, start and finish in the usual 
field at Row Head.
 
We are s ll awai ng confirma on from BOFRA about the possibility of 
them holding a Fell Race on the same day. If this is confirmed, start me 
will be 1.15pm. Keep watching out for a post in Facebook when we get a 
response.

Last, but by no means least, we are delighted to confirm that Katy Edgar 
and her team will once again be suppor ng us by providing a food 
offering on the day of the Shepherd's Meet. Katy has always been a huge 
supporter of our li le show, turning up in all weathers and circumstances 
and we are very grateful.

So, mark the 9  October in your diaries for a trip up to Wasdale Head, see 
some sheep judging, watch some speedy hounds lapping the valley, and 
hopefully some talented fell runners zooming up and down Kirkfell, all 
while enjoying a delicious burger out in the fresh air! 

See you there!

The Show Commi ee.

DRIGG LOCAL HISTORY GROUP

History talks are restar ng at Drigg Village Hall and doors open at 7.00pm 
for a 7.30 pm start.  The next two talks are:

19  October – Viking Warfare – presented by Terry Harvey‐Chadwick
16  November – Gypsum Mining – presented by Ian Taylor

Covid precau ons:  It is hoped that only people with 2 Covid injec ons 
will a end and we would like everyone to wear a mask un l seated and 
also sani se their hands.  Some windows may be open so wear 
appropriate clothing for the temperature.

More informa on can be found at h ps://drigg.org.uk/events/ or email
driggLHG@gmail.com
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POEM OF THE MONTH 

Leaf‐fall 

You can sit inside, and watch the sycamore
outside the co age threshed to winter form
by a gale impor ng Atlan c, or reach for a coat,
changing the colour like a dis nguishing leaf,
and go to join the wind, and become a leaf‐fall.

There you feel chill as the season turns
North towards winter, see sky open to blue
that changes the colour of ocean to sea‐green;
and go as far as the last swallow you saw,
and wait for the first return of the barnacle geese.

Martyn Halsall

Martyn and Isobel Halsall are leaving us shortly, moving to Hexham to be 
nearer to their family in the North East, so I thought it would be 
appropriate to have one of Martyn’s poems in this magazine before they 
depart.  This poem, with an autumnal feel, is taken from Martyn’s 
booklet of poems en tled ‘Borrowed Ground’.  Further details from the 
Editor.

We will miss them both and wish them well as they se le into their new 
home.

NH
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West Lakes U3A ‐ OCTOBER 2021 

Website   www.u3asites.org.uk/west‐lakes/event  
Alan Bell ‐ Secretary U3A alantg1@b nternet.com

6  October (Wed) History Group
Drigg Village Hall ‐ 10.30am for 11.00am start. 
ALAN BELL will give us a presenta on about World War 2.
AND WEST COAST’S EIGHT MILITARY SITES (Egremont to Millom) – 
UPDATE YOUR LOCAL KNOWLEDGE

11  October (Mon) Walking Group – 2.00 pm.  To be arranged.

12  October (Tues)  2.30pm  Theatre by the Lake – “Home, I’m Darling” ‐  
A blistering comedy about a perfect couple living the perfect life, or a 
perfect lie ?   
Theatre cket costs £22 – only secured with payment then will organise 
transport depending on demand. Contact Vera Lowrey ‐ 01946725213

14  October (Thurs) Art Apprecia on ‐ A Zoom mee ng  
10.30 for 10.45 start.
A YouTube produc on about Ma sse. Henri Ma sse was French 1869 ‐ 
1954 and was well known for his use of colour. The YouTube by ZOOM is 
58 mins and tled Henri Ma sse: A Master of the Modern Era.
You will receive a Zoom invita on link nearer the me.

21  October (Thurs) OPEN MIND 
Gosforth Public Hall ‐ 10 for 10.45 start.  
‘Mary Fair’s Wonderful Photographs’
Compiled from Tullie House copies and shown by Dave Simpson.
These are photographs taken mainly in the 1920’s & 1930’s by an Eskdale 
photographer & amateur archaeologist 
Refreshments from 10.15am
Members £2.00 Visitors £3.00
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NEWS FROM GADS – GOSFORTH AMATEUR DRAMATIC SOCIETY 

A Po ed History 
Gosforth and District Amateur Drama c Society (as it was 
called at the me) was originally formed in 1932 – just a er 
the Public Hall was opened. Its first produc on was a 3‐Act 

comedy by Eden Phillpo s called "The Farmer's Wife" and directed by 
Major Stanley Hughes. It was performed in December 1933 ‐ ckets cost 
3 shillings (15p) or 2 shillings (10p) and programmes cost 3d (just over a 
penny).  During the intervals, musical selec ons were rendered by Dixon's 
Geisha Orchestra, under the leadership of Mr J S Dixon. There were 5 
other plays before the second world war put a stop to normal life for 
many years and the modern day  GADS was formed in May 1948. Ticket 
prices may have gone up a bit since then, but we at least we don’t usually 
charge for programmes nowadays. There are a few photos from this era 
on our website www.gads.org.uk.

The first show a er the war was “A Hundred Years Old” in Dec 1950. Since 
then we have performed a total of about 200 plays and pantomimes. Our 
first pantomime was “Dick Whi ngton” in Jan 1977. This was wri en by 
our very own Geoff Gibbens and John Larkham.

In 2017 we celebrated 40 years of panto with a modern version of “Dick 
Whi ngton” by Alan Frayn.

As well as plays, we have a thriving Youth Theatre Group (since 2016), and 
summer youth workshops have run almost every August since 2006. But 
it’s not all about the ac ng – we have opportuni es for just about 
anyone. We make and paint a lot of our own scenery and props, we have 
a comprehensive costume department, light and sound equipment that 
doesn’t operate itself, and we always value help backstage and front of 
house during a produc on. So please get in touch if you fancy a dabble.

 Jim Polmear
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… and for our next performance …

It’s been nearly two years since the 
adults of GADS have come together for a 
rehearsal or produc on, and boy are we 
ready to get back together! One of the 
hardest aspects of lockdown for us was 
not seeing our GADS ‘family’ for so long. 
We thought about zoom and online 
meet‐ups, but the joy of theatre comes 
from being together in a room. And we 

can’t wait for it to happen again.

We will be returning with another pantomime, on stage from 19 to 22 
January 2022. “Beauty and the Beast” is by Tom Whalley, ex‐GADS 
par cipant in the past! “Alice in Wonderland” (2019) was also wri en by 
Tom and gave a fresh, modern take on a rather unusual pantomime idea. 
The cast loved it, the audience enjoyed it, and Tom has been good 
enough to honour our delayed booking due to the ongoing COVID state 
of affairs.

Although we’re all looking forward to ge ng back together, as always we 
are keen to welcome new members to the group. We have gained a few 
younger members in our youth con ngent, which is always fab, but as 
any theatrical group will tell you, we need more adults ‐ especially men ‐ 
both young and more seasoned! This show in par cular will be a fantas c 
opportunity to tread the boards – there will no doubt be more 
phenomenal costumes (candelabras, clocks and the beast himself), more 
jazzy dances and more than a few terrible jokes.

Audi ons will take place at 7pm in the Supper Room on Thursday 14  
and Tuesday 19  October and everyone is welcome regardless of stage 
experience. We take a laid back approach to audi ons and try our best to 
find a part for everyone ‐ and our hardest not to be too scary. If you’d like 
more informa on or have any ques ons, please get in touch with our 
director Tosh McGregor through our Facebook page, or by emailing 
panto@gads.org.uk.

We look forward to seeing you all again soon.

Tosh McGregor
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NEWS FROM GADS – GOSFORTH AMATEUR DRAMATIC SOCIETY 

A Po ed History 
Gosforth and District Amateur Drama c Society (as it was 
called at the me) was originally formed in 1932 – just a er 
the Public Hall was opened. Its first produc on was a 3‐Act 

comedy by Eden Phillpo s called "The Farmer's Wife" and directed by 
Major Stanley Hughes. It was performed in December 1933 ‐ ckets cost 
3 shillings (15p) or 2 shillings (10p) and programmes cost 3d (just over a 
penny).  During the intervals, musical selec ons were rendered by Dixon's 
Geisha Orchestra, under the leadership of Mr J S Dixon. There were 5 
other plays before the second world war put a stop to normal life for 
many years and the modern day  GADS was formed in May 1948. Ticket 
prices may have gone up a bit since then, but we at least we don’t usually 
charge for programmes nowadays. There are a few photos from this era 
on our website www.gads.org.uk.

The first show a er the war was “A Hundred Years Old” in Dec 1950. Since 
then we have performed a total of about 200 plays and pantomimes. Our 
first pantomime was “Dick Whi ngton” in Jan 1977. This was wri en by 
our very own Geoff Gibbens and John Larkham.

In 2017 we celebrated 40 years of panto with a modern version of “Dick 
Whi ngton” by Alan Frayn.

As well as plays, we have a thriving Youth Theatre Group (since 2016), and 
summer youth workshops have run almost every August since 2006. But 
it’s not all about the ac ng – we have opportuni es for just about 
anyone. We make and paint a lot of our own scenery and props, we have 
a comprehensive costume department, light and sound equipment that 
doesn’t operate itself, and we always value help backstage and front of 
house during a produc on. So please get in touch if you fancy a dabble.

 Jim Polmear
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GOSFORTH LIBRARY

The library will con nue to open from 10.00 – 12.00 on Saturday 
mornings un l Covid levels in Copeland begin to drop and we feel the 
demand from the public is increasing.

John Reed

GOSFORTH BROWNIES

We are now mee ng indoors again on Mondays at 
6.00 pm and we do have a few vacancies, so if 
your daughter would like to join us, please register 
your interest on www.girlguiding.org.uk and I will 
get in touch with you.

Samantha Milliner (Brownie Leader)

SCHOOL NEWS

Another school year is now well underway. We welcomed 
fi een new starters in Recep on and two further new 
starters in Year 1, taking our number on roll to 124, 
organised into six classes. Following the departure of Mrs 
Mar n in July, I am Ac ng Headteacher and will be for the 
rest of the academic year. This will allow the school 
governors to take their me with the appointment process 
so that we find the right person. 

Thankfully, we are able to go back to the church for celebra ons and we 
are currently preparing for our Harvest Fes val. We will have our usual 
collec on for the North Lakes Foodbank. The Recep on class will also be 
holding a mock bap sm with the help of Reverend Dorling. 

FOGS, our fundraising commi ee, had a Great North Air Ambulance 
collec on in September which was well supported by the parents and 
extended families. Plans are already in place to hold a Christmas Market 
in the school hall on Saturday 4  December from 10am to 2pm. We are 
currently booking local small businesses and hope to have a wide range of 
gi s on offer. We would love to see you there!

Mrs Sarah Layzell
Ac ng Headteacher
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SAINT FOR OCTOBER

If you had been wandering around York in the 620s 
AD you might have seen a chap called Paulinus.   
York then was nothing like the city we know today.  
The Roman’s had gone and the Vikings had not 
arrived.   Paulinus, who is remembered by the 
Church of England on the 10  of October, was a 
missionary who had been sent by the Pope to to reinforce the mission 
of St. Augus ne to England, which  in fact, meant Kent.  In 625 Edwin, 
King of Northumbria married a Chris an lady of Kent called 
Ethelburga, and she took Paulinus with her to York. Edwin was 
converted, the Cathedral was started, and Paulinus became a Bishop.   
So, if you had Been there, you would have seen York’s first Bishop.

MU DIARIES, CALENDARS AND CHRISTMAS CARDS  

These can be purchased on line 
by anyone at www.mueshop.org  
When ordering please ck/select 
Carlisle Diocese as they will get a 
small % payment. You do not 
have to be an MU member to 

make a purchase. If you prefer cards with a Chris an theme, you may 
well find this is a suitable source.

ROTARY CLUB OF WEST LAKELAND

Fresh from cleaning up the field from this year's Rota ng Wheels, we are 
star ng to think how to improve the event for 2022.

Ge ng back to our regular Tuesday evening mee ngs, we had an 
interes ng talk from Shirley Proctor‐Dow, Community Services Manager 
for Copeland Council, who had helped us with the recent clean‐up of the 
cycle track at Braystones. This was followed by an enjoyable evening at 
Seascale Bowling Club, demonstra ng our abili es, or otherwise, of 
ge ng the woods close to the jack.  For our next mee ng we were 
treated to a tasty meal prepared for us by the Ladies of Inner Wheel.

By the me you read this, we should have returned to the Red Admiral 
for our regular mee ngs.

Graham Hutson
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Cover Photo ‐ GADS 2019 Panto ‐ Alice in Wonderland by Tom Whalley 
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